
 Attempts to Justify Musical Instruments    

1. What are some arguments you have heard or feel regarding instruments of music?

2. What about listening to Christian music on the radio?

Introduction

Throughout history man has tried to justify the use of mechanical instruments for a variety of reasons.  As we studied in our last lesson these attempts always boil down to attempt to please ourselves – What makes me happy?, What will entertain me? What do I want?  Never do these attempts start with “What does God want?” What has God said that He would be pleased with in my worship and in my service to Him?”

In this lesson we want to examine these attempts and understand them so that we can study with those who are sincere and honestly seek to do what God wants.  Let’s face it, it is difficult to put behind us what we have always held to be true.  If I have always worshipped with a piano, and have never been told otherwise, I might find this to be “picky” or “legalism”.  Especially if I enjoy instrumental music  - it would be very difficult to put it away.  Some of these reasons to justify instruments seem, on the surface, to make sense and may make us stop and think for a moment.  That is good!  So let’s take a look and gain a deeper insight to what God has to say.
One argument that has never been made in support for instrument music is that the New Testament teach that they should be used.  Not one passage has ever been produced which even indirectly mentions mechanical instruments of music.  

ARGUMENT #1 – It was practiced under the Law of Moses and in the Old Testament and by David.  Actually this is one of the strongest arguments against instrumental music!  If you were to read all the references to instrumental music and dancing and singing in the Old Testament and how they were commanded and approved by God you would be astounded. Does it not seem strange to you that with all these references in the Old Testament, there is not one single passage in the New Testament that is mentioned in connection with worship with God?
Yes, instrumental music was used, it was approved by God, in worship.  But no one wants to add lamb to the Lords Supper on the basis that David ate it during the Passover Feast.  Nor do people want to offer bulls and goats for sacrifices.  And we do not find people rushing to use David as an example  to justify many wives.  Why? The Law of Moses and the Old Law was abolished at the Cross (Col 2:14).  The Law served as a Schoolmaster, but we are no longer under it (Gal 3:23-25).

ARGRMENT #2 – There will be harps in heaven and they use New Testament passages to show that it is approved by God (Rev 5:8; 14:1-2; 15:1-2).  First let us say that whatever is used in heaven does not prove that we have the authority to use it here on earth.  If it does we also need angels, golden bowls and of incense.

Secondly, to site Revelation as proof where John said in 14:1-3 – “I heard a voice from heaven..” and then he describes what the voice sounded like.  He describes the voice as one sounding like “many waters”, a “great thunder” and like “the voice of harpers harping” He then says he heard them as they “sung as it were a new song before the throne…”.  
What did John hear?  He heard a voice, and the voice sounded like (among other things) harps.  But make no mistake – it was a voice, and the voice was singing!   
ARGUMENT #3 – “Psallo” the Greek word that we have translated “sing” also means to accompany the singing with instrumental music.  Time and space does not allow us to list all the lexicons and the authors and how they have defined our word “psallo”.  Lexicons are great to get the definitions to a word, but they tell you nothing regarding how a word has evolved in meaning or when those changes took place.  It simply gives you a definition.  
Psallo, means as Thayer has defined it as “to pluck off, pull out the hair.  To cause to vibrate by touching, to twang, to twang the strings of a musical instrument so that they gently vibrate.  To play on a stringed instrument, to sing to the music of a harp.  In the New Testament to sing a hymn, to celebrate the praises of god in song, in honor of God.  In Eph 5:19; Col 3:19 the phrase is used of one who has it in his heart to sing or recite a song…”  

One of the things that stands out from reading all the definitions from all the great lexicons is the great number and variety of meanings the word psallo has had during its history.  One fact is that the word psallo had at one time during its history the meaning of touching the chords of a musical instrument and hence to make instrumental music.
Here are the various meanings found to the word psallo:

· To touch, regarding of the particular object touched.

· As applied to Greek literature:

· To pluck the hair

· To twang the bowstring

· To twitch a carpenters line

· To touch the chords of a musical instrument (to make instrument music)

· To Sing, Celebrate with hymns of praise (touch the chords of the human heart)

Here are separate and distinct meanings of psallo growing out of the original idea, all of which it has borne at one time or another during the progress of the centuries.

Which one of these is Paul using when he penned Eph 5:19 and Col 3:16?  Shall we just pick one regardless of the time when it was so used?  According to the highest authorities the word at one time meant “to pluck the hair”. Now, when Christians assemble to worship God, may they proceed, Nehemiah-like (Neh 13:25) “to pluck off their hair” as part of that worship?  If not, why not?  That is what the word meant, is it not?  Shall we bring a bow and arrow to worship and praise our God as Robin Hood?  Would that not be doing what Paul commanded us to do?  Could I choose to pluck a carpenter’s line in worship to God? 

You see the key is to understand what Paul meant when, through the Holy Spirit, he penned the word psallo in Eph 5:19 and Col 3:16.  Many, many (47) scholars who translated the King James Version of the New Testament gave the meaning of this word all five times it appears the idea of “sing”.  Still other scholars of many denominational backgrounds have all said the word during Paul’s day meant “sing”.  Could they all be wrong?  Would we all need to play an instrument (since Paul said psallo) in order to comply with Paul’s command in these passages?  
ARGUMENT #4 – God Just Looks At The Heart.  Here is a common response when we want to justify anything we do.  All we have to do is say “It is to the glory of the Lord” and that’s that.  In response to this argument we have to look at John 4:24 and determine if we are worshipping in both spirit (heart) and truth?  We can also refer host of passages (1 John 2:3-6; Luke 6:41ff) that talk about knowing and loving God means keeping His commandments (these verses are found in the New Testament).  If we keep his commandments, we are told, we know and love God. If this is true, then the opposite is also true.  If we do not keep His commandments then we do not know God nor do we love God!  Regardless of one’s motive and sincerity, one cannot participate in idol feasts (1 Cor 10:18-22), cannot speak in tongues in the assembly without an interpreter (1 Cor 14:28), and in the case of women, cannot prophesy in the assembly (1 Cor 14:33b-36).  Now I ask you – God can look at my heart all day long and if I am worshipping Him the way I want to worship Him, all He is going to see is a selfish, self-serving heart.
Argument #5 – The Bible Doesn’t Say NOT to Use Instruments.  This is an appeal to the silence of the scriptures for authority.  In brief, silence does not mean consent.  This does not work in normal every day communication (if you tell your son to go to the store to pick up a loaf of bread and a gallon of milk and he brings back what you asked for but also brings back candy, coke, gum, and potato chips and as justification he says “you didn’t say I couldn’t buy these things.”  What will your response be?)  The bible does not contain everything that we are not allowed to do.  What it contains is what God wants.  When God specifies what He wants, that eliminates everything else.
Argument #6 – The piano is just an Aid to our singing much like song books or pitch pipes are.  Without spending a whole lot of time on this, there is a huge difference between and aid and an addition.  We are told not to add to God’s word (2 John 9).  An aid helps us obey the command of God.  These are not specified by God and they do not change the command.  Like communion cups and plates, a building to meet in, or a car to fulfill the command “go”.  An addition changes that which is commanded.  A song book or pitch pipe helps us in God’s command to “sing” but they do not change the command.  We have not added anything else to His command.  I am not singing and song booking, nor am I pitch piping.  However, if I add a piano to the worship, now I have added another class of music to the mix and I am singing AND playing.
Miscellaneous Arguments – 

It is a matter of Christian liberty – Christian liberty is freedom from the law, not freed to do anything you wish to do.

Practiced in the Home – many things Christians can do in their homes, but they can not do in the assembly.

QUESTIONS

1. What is the argument that has never been used to defend instrument music in Christian worship?

2. What is wrong with going to the law of Moses to defend its use?

3. Do words change meaning over time?  Can you site some examples?

4. How would you refute the argument “God doesn’t say not to”

5. Does God only look at our hearts in worship?  Is the heart important?  How is a balance reached?

6. What are some passages that talk about not going beyond what is written?
7. Refute the “It is expedient to our singing” argument?

8. Does Psallo justify instrumental music?  Please look up the definition and then explain.

I Walk with the King #296

In sorrow I wandered, my spirit oppressed, But now I am happy—securely I rest;
From morning till evening glad carols I sing, And this is the reason—I walk with the King.

Refrain

I walk with the King, hallelujah I walk with the King, praise His Name!
No longer I roam, my soul faces home, I walk and I talk with the King.

For years in the fetters of sin I was bound, The world could not help me—no comfort I found;
But now like the birds and the sunbeams of spring,I’m free and rejoicing—I walk with the King.     (Refrain)
O soul near despair in the lowlands of strife, Look up and let Jesus come into your life;
The joy of salvation to you He would bring— Come into the sunlight and walk with the King.   (Refrain)
1. What scripture is this song based on?
2. Tell me what each verse says to you?

3. The third verse says “let Jesus come into your life”.  What are your thoughts about that?

4. What does it mean to “walk with the King”
5. Tell me what the chorus says to you?
Note: Material for this class was gathered from a variety of study sources.  “Instrumental Music in the Worship – or the Greek Word Psallo” by M.C. Kurfees; “First Principles” by Robert Harkrider, 
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