Where is the Piano?    

Introduction
1. Why does the church not have a piano?
2. Why do you not worship with a piano?

3. If you were told and shown that the word “to sing” in the Greek meant “to pluck a stringed instrument” could you defend our practice of not using a stringed instrument?

Why don’t we use a piano?  It is not because we can not afford one, not because we don’t like the way it sounds, and not because we don’t have anyone in our membership who knows how to play.  So why don’t we use mechanical instruments?  Well, we are actually going to take two lessons answering that question. Why we don’t we have a piano, organ, drums, band, guitars, keyboards, synthesizers, horns, bells, tambourines, or harps (I apologize if I left any out)?  In this first lesson we will look at passages and reasons why we have chosen not to use mechanical instruments in our worship.  In the next lesson, we want to examine the reason many give for using these instruments.

I believe this is extremely important lesson because what most people that visit our assembly, from a denominational background, notice right away is that we do not have a piano or any kind of mechanical music.  Many say “Oh, I really like how it (vocal music only) sounds nice.”  Some find it exhilarating and enjoy it.  Some do not like it at all because they have trouble singing without instruments (a problem of pride as we have already studied), and still others are right in the middle and think it is rather quaint (like we are a trip back to the times of the pilgrims or something).  But the sound of voices only in a house of worship is so unusual to their ears that many will ask the question “Where is the piano?”  This question is both very sincere and very legitimate.  We need to be able to answer this question for them.
Among Christians there seems to be many who view our a cappella only practice an embarrassing relic of the past and needs to be done away with and we need to join the modern era, while others (who are not openly promoting its demise) are convinced that it really is not that important.  Still other members, while knowing it is important, could not defend this practice in a discussion.  We need to be able to defend our practices (1 Pet 3:15)
That is the purpose of this lesson – to bring understanding as to the importance of worshiping God by SINGING, to gain knowledge and commitment to His word so that we can tell others of the joy of worshiping Him His way.

Lesson
Most people, when they hear of the church of Christ, believe or say that “they don’t believe in music”.  Actually, we do have music, and as far as believing in it goes, I can’t really remember a time when I denied its existence.  Seriously, I know what people mean when they make comments like this and they are right.  Our music is 100% vocal – it’s all a cappella.
I know many in the church that feel like we are the only ones who do not worship with mechanical instruments.  Actually, that is not true there are a few others.  The Primitive Baptist Church is one (like churches of Christ, however, some have chosen to worship with mechanical instruments).  The Primitive Baptists are a relatively small segment of the Baptist family of churches.
Another non-instrumental group is the Orthodox family of churches.  Many of us have never heard of them either right?  Would it surprise you to learn that they have over 150 million members?  While Catholicism is the dominant Christian tradition in the West, the Orthodox tradition is the dominant tradition in the East (Russia, Greece, Bulgaria, Serbia, Romania, Armenia, India, Egypt, Syria, a few in New York, New Jersey, Mississippi, and East Tennessee).  While most people in the West are surprised to NOT see a piano in a church building, just he opposite is true in the East.  They would be just as surprised to see a piano. Interesting huh?

Well what about history?  Here are a few quotes from religious leaders of major religions:
1. CATHOLIC - "... the first Christians were of too spiritual a

         fibre to substitute lifeless instruments for or to use them to

         accompany the human voice." -- CATHOLIC ENCYCLOPEDIA

      2. GREEK ORTHODOX - "The execution of Byzantine church music by

         instruments, or even the accompaniment of sacred chanting by

         instruments was ruled out by the Eastern Fathers as being

         incompatible with the pure, solemn, spiritual character of the

         religion of Christ." -- Constantine Cavarnos, BYSANTINE SACRED

         MUSIC

      3. PRESBYTERIAN - "Musical instruments in celebrating the praises

         of God would be no more suitable than the burning of incense,

         the lighting up of lamps, the restoration of the other shadows

         of the law.  The Papists, therefore, have foolishly borrowed

         this, as well as many other things, from the Jews.  Men who

         are fond of outward pomp may delight in that noise; but the

         simplicity which God recommends to us by the apostle is far

         more pleasing to Him." - JOHN CALVIN, Commentary on the Book

         of Psalms, Vol. I, p. 539

      4. METHODIST - "I have no objection to instruments of music, in

         our chapels, provided they are neither heard nor seen." - JOHN

         WESLEY (founder)

      5. METHODIST - "Music as a science, I esteem and admire: but

         instruments of music in the house of God I abominate and

         abhor. This is the abuse of music; and here I register my

         protest against all such corruptions in the worship of the

         Author of Christianity." - ADAM CLARKE (commentator)

      6. LUTHERAN - "Martin Luther called the organ an 'ensign of

         Baal'." - MCCLINTOCK & STRONG'S ENCYCLOPEDIA

      7. BAPTIST - "I would as soon attempt to pray to God with

         machinery as to sing to Him with machinery." - CHARLES H.

         SPURGEON

A Cappella is word we do not use very much but I think most of us are familiar with it and know that it means “without instrumental accompaniment”.  What most of us do not know is that the word literally means “in chapel style”.  That is because throughout most of Christian history the music heard in chapels (that is, in Christian houses of worship), was without instrumental accompaniment; it was purely vocal.

Over the years scholars from all “faiths”, as well as some who profess no faith at all, have meticulously studied every aspect of the early Christian church, including its musical history.  Those who have focused their research on the music of the early church have consistently confirmed that musical instruments were absent from Christian worship for approximately the first thousand years of Christian history.
THE VOICE OF HISTORY...
      1. "All our sources deal amply with vocal music of the church,

         But they are chary with mention of any other manifestations of

         Musical art... The development of Western music was decisively

         influenced by the exclusion of musical instruments from the

         early Christian Church." - Paul Henry Lang, MUSIC IN WESTERN

         CIVILIZATION, pp. 53,54

      2. "Only singing, however, and no playing of instruments, was

         permitted in the early Christian Church." - Hugo

         Leichtentritt, MUSIC, HISTORY AND IDEAS, p. 34

      3. "There can be no doubt that originally the music of the divine

         service was everywhere entirely of a vocal nature." - Emil

         Nauman, THE HISTORY OF MUSIC, Vol. 1, p. 177

      4. "We have no real knowledge of the exact character of the music

         which formed a part of the religious devotion of the first

         Christian congregations. It was, however, purely vocal." - Dr.

         Frederick Louis Ritter, HISTORY OF MUSIC FROM THE CHRISTIAN

         ERA TO THE PRESENT TIME, p. 28

      5. "Both the Jews in their temple service, and the Greeks in

         their idol worship, were accustomed to sing with the

         accompaniment of instrumental music. The converts to

         Christianity accordingly must have been familiar with this

         mode of singing...But it is generally admitted, that the

         primitive Christians employed no instrumental music in their

         worship." -- Lyman Coleman (Presbyterian), THE APOSTOLIC AND

         PRIMITIVE CHURCH, pp. 368-369

So now you know that the vast majority of Christians throughout history have praised God just like most of us in churches of Christ continue to do today – without musical instruments.

But actually that is not the reason we do not use mechanical instruments today.  As valuable and as interesting as historical evidence is, it’s definitely not authoritative in determining whether a religious practice is right or wrong.  Although a historical study can give us some valuable insight into how the earliest Christians understood and applied many of the teachings of Scripture, its Scripture alone that is authoritative.

What then is the reason we do not use mechanical instruments?  I’ve heard a lot of reasons over the years, but to be honest the answers are kind of confusing and complicated.  Here is the reason I do not use mechanical instruments of music: I REFUSE TO WORSHIP GOD WITH MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS BECAUSE MY PRIMARY GOAL AS HIS CHILD, HIS SLAVE, AND HIS WORSHIPPER IS TO PLEASE HIM; AND BECAUSE HE HAS NOT INDICATED THAT HE WOULD BE PLEASED WITH A PRAISE OFFERING FROM A MUSICAL INSTRUMENT, I SIMPLY WILL NOT MAKE SUCH AN OFFERING TO HIM.  
Now I know this leaves us with a lot of questions and we will try to answer them but we must first agree on our goal.

1. Do you agree or disagree that my primary goal as a child of God, a slave and worshipper of God is to please Him in every sphere and circumstance of my life? Yes or No?_________________________  If you answered “no” please explain.  Now I know that we will make mistakes, but “SHOULD” this be my primary goal?____________
This would hold true whether I’m relating to my kids, my wife, my neighbors, my church family, strangers, or gathering with God’s people to worship Him.  The center of the target, the bulls-eye, the goal that I should always be taking careful aim at, and that I should always be obsessed with hitting, is pleasing Him.  It is not to “feel close to God”, “to experience God (whatever that means)”, or to enhance my earthly existence.  It is to please God.

What do the following verses say about pleasing God?

1. 2 Cor 5:9

2. Eph 5:8-10

3. Col 1:9-10

4. 1 Thess 4:1-2

5. 1 John 3:21-22

6. Heb 13:15-16

7. 1 Tim 2:1-3

Notice that in these last two passages, even though the word “worship” is not used, the writers talk about “offer up a sacrifice of praise to God” – that is worship.  In the second passage, he urges us, in the context of discussing Christian gatherings, to pray in a certain manner - these are acts or worship.
Here is a word of caution – too many times I believe we can think we are aiming at the correct goal or bulls-eye of pleasing God, but in fact be aiming at a completing different goal – pleasing self.  Many honest, professing Christians, carry worn out bibles, wear “What Would Jesus Do” bracelets or a Cross around there necks, or have a symbol of a Fish bumper sticker on their car, and they SAY they want to make it their life’s mission to please God, but in reality are really trying to please themselves.

Let’s face it, it is our nature to please ourselves. Of course I want to serve God and of course I want to please Him.  But I also want to please myself.  I know what I enjoy. I know what I like.  I know what makes me feel good.  I know what makes me happy.  And it’s downright agonizing to put what pleases someone else over what pleases me.  And perhaps nowhere does this reality of pleasing self more evident than in the sphere of worship.  All across this country people are planning a “worship” service for Sunday and are asking the question (maybe not even knowing it) “What can be done in worship to please me?” or “What can be done in worship to attract more people?” “What can we do in worship to keep them entertained?”  And more and more worship services throughout this country are being measured primarily by how it makes us feel emotionally and how pleasing it is to us.

Shouldn’t the first (and last) question be “What can be done in worship to please God?”  This means that we need to be constantly checking our aim toward our goal or target doesn’t?  Because the next logical question is HOW DO I KNOW WHAT PLEASES GOD?  
Have you ever bought your spouse something you knew they were going to love?  Right when you saw it – you knew.  I will have to admit that I have no taste in clothes or things around the house to decorate with.  Even my eight year daughter has to correct me when I come down stairs wearing a tie and tell me what to wear.  So I enjoyed the story of the man who went to Jerusalem on a trip with Ferrell Jenkins and bought his wife a purse as a gift.  It was the perfect purse, the purse she would treasure always, the purse that would be en envy of all her friends, the purse that would earn him husband of the year honors and get the rest of us husbands in trouble.  So he couldn’t wait to get home and give his wife this purse of all purses.  But when he got home whipped the purse out of his suite case, instead of the look of joy and kisses and hugs he was expecting, he received a look of shock and stunned silence.  

Now had his wife had time to prepare herself she would have feigned joy, but it all happened so quickly that she didn’t have time to prepare herself (I guess this had happened before) and now she had to come clean and tell her emotionally crushed husband how she really felt about the purse.  She told him that it “wasn’t her style”.  Now most husbands that have been married for a while realize that this is a euphemism for “It’s the ugliest thing I’ve ever seen, I hate it, and I’d rather eat little bitty pieces of glass than carry that thing.”
What had his wife ever said or done that had ever given him the idea that she would like a purse like this?  Nothing!  He simply reasoned to himself “I know my wife, I know what she likes, therefore, I think she will like this purse.”  HE WAS WRONG.
So, when it comes to worshiping God, what pleases Him?  FIRST, just because something pleases me, doesn’t necessarily mean that it will please someone else.  SECOND, I cannot know for certain what pleases another person unless he or she tells me.
Many feel that they can read God’s mind, they intuitively know what pleases Him.  For example this man wrote:

“until you’ve been carried to the throne of my God on the sweet chords that ring from my sis’s rockabilly piano when we sing “O Victory in Jesus” you may never understand why I know, by the faith given me by the Lord Jesus Christ, that sweet music is just as acceptable to our Heavenly Father as it is to me.

No, I can’t prove to you the validity of instrumental music in the Christian worship service; I can only know in my heart of hearts that it isn’t an improper act of worship.”

Did you catch all that he said?  I know that_____   In my heart______.  Please read 1 Corinthians 2:11 “For who among men knows the thoughts of a man except the spirit of the man, which is in him?  Even so the thoughts of God no one knows except the Spirit of God.”

When it comes to music God has told us what pleases Him in worship.  What does the Bible say:
First of all read 2 Tim 3:16-17 – 

· Matthew 26:30; Mark 14:26 - After instituting the Lord's supper Jesus and His disciples sang a hymn.

· Acts 16:25 - In prison, Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God. 

· Romans 15:9 - Prophets had predicted that (in the gospel age) Gentiles would glorify God for His mercy and sing to His name.

· 1 Corinthians 14:15 - I will sing with the spirit and I will sing with the understanding.

· Ephesians 5:19 - Speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord.

· Colossians 3:16 - Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. 

· Hebrews 2:12 - In the midst of the congregation I will sing praise to You.

· Hebrews 13:15 - Therefore by Him let us continually offer the sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to His name. 

· James 5:13 - Is any cheerful, let him sing psalms.

· (there are a few passages in Revelation and we will discuss them in our next lesson)
This is a complete list of all New Testament verses that mention musical praise to God by Christians on earth. Words like "sing," "speak," "teach," "admonish," and "lips" all clearly refer to vocal music. Note that this is proved, not just by the word "sing," but also by other words.  We will see this in our next lesson when we study the word psallo.
Has God told us what pleases Him as we worship Him in Song?  YES HE HAS! Re-read Hebrews 13:15 – “fruit of our lips” meaning “heartfelt words of praise and thanks”.  As we read through the New Testament we find that the only way these heartfelt words of praise can be expressed is through singing and praying.  Notice 1 Corinthians 14:15 and James 5:13 how singing and praying are joined together.

I need to say something about AUTHORITY here even though we will cover it a little in our next lesson when we talk about how some try to justify instrumental music.  Read the following verses:

· Colossians 3:17 - All we do, in word or deed, should be done in Jesus' name (by His authority). But Jesus' authority for today is completely revealed in the gospel. Practices not included in Jesus' teaching cannot be done in Jesus' name. What about instrumental praise? Can you find it in Jesus' teaching?

· Galatians 1:6-9 - Any man is accursed if he preaches a gospel different from what inspired men taught in the first century. That gospel completely reveals all good works that God wants us to do. If a practice is not included in the gospel, but we preach that it is a good work, then we are preaching a different gospel. Can you find instrumental music in the gospel? 

· 2 John 9 - Whoever does not abide in Jesus' teaching, does not have God. To have God we must abide in Jesus' teaching. But all Jesus' teaching is revealed in the New Testament. So to practice things we cannot find in Jesus' teaching would be to separate ourselves from Him. Is instrumental praise a part of the teaching of Jesus for us today? 

Although the Bible does expressly forbid some acts, God never intended for His word to specifically itemize all the things He does not want us to do. Instead, God tells us what He does want us to do. Then He tells us that other things are unacceptable. 

When we study about a practice, we should not ask, "Where does God say not to do this?", but rather "Where does God's word show this act to be acceptable?" If the act is not included in God's will, then we should refuse to practice it. Since instruments are different from what God said, to use them is to act by human authority, not God's authority.  [See 1 Peter 4:11; 1 Corinthians 4:6; Romans 10:1-3; Colossians 2:8.] 

Every New Testament passage that mentions music in worship says to sing, speak, teach, etc. In the Old Testament God showed that singing, playing, and dancing are three distinct ways of praising Him musically, and all three were acceptable then. But in the New Testament, God simply says to sing. He never mentions praising him by dancing or by playing instruments.

If God had simply said to praise God with music, then singing, playing, and/or dancing would have been acceptable. But He named only singing, and He omitted dancing or playing instruments. So to dance or play would be to do that which falls outside the meaning of what God said, just like using pine in the ark or hamburger on the Lord's supper. 

God does not have to expressly forbid instruments. The fact that He expressly said to sing, but nowhere says to praise with dance or instruments, shows they are displeasing. 

Worshiping God in a way that pleases Him first pleases me! May that always be true, may that always be my goal, my aim.  Let me always seek to find in His word what He has revealed so that I may know for certain, and not go beyond, what pleases Him.
I love this excerpt from a Warren Berkley article and I thought you would like it to:
“Paul and Silas, "at midnight . . . were praying and singing hymns to God," (Acts 16:25). To the church at Corinth Paul said, "sing with the understanding," (1 Cor. 14:15). He instructed the saints at Ephesus: "speaking to one another in psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord," (Eph. 5:19). In another place he wrote: "Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord," (Col. 3:16). Is anyone cheerful? "Let him sing psalms," (Jas. 5:13). {See also: Matt. 26:30; Mrk. 14:26; Rom. 15:9 & Heb. 2:12.} 

This clear and simple evidence demands the kind of admission you will read in the Wycliffe Bible Encyclopedia (p.1163): "There is no record in the N.T. of the use of instruments in the musical worship of the church." Or in A History Of The Christian Church (p.112): "Singing formed an essential part of the Christian worship, but it was in unison and without musical accompaniment," (Lars P. Qualben). Other early historians and writers agree: "Simply singing is not agreeable to children (Jews), but singing with lifeless instruments and with dancing and clapping is. On this account the use of this kind of instruments and of others agreeable to children is removed from the songs of the churches, and there is left remaining simply singing" (Justin Martyr, 139 ad). Augustine describes the singing at Alexandria in 354 ad by saying "musical instruments were not used. The pipe, tabret, and harp here associate so intimately with the sensual heathen cults . . . it is easy to under the prejudices against their use in the worship." 

Strange isn't it? All the years of controversy; all the debates, disputes and division. Then you open your Bible and focus on what God said. There it is: God said "sing." Don't you think this is what He wants us to do? 

Why did Noah use gopher wood in building the ark? God said "gopher wood." Why did Abraham leave his homeland and venture into Canaan? God said "go." Why did Joshua instruct the Israelites to march around Jericho? Because God said to do that. Why did the apostles wait in Jerusalem after Jesus ascended into heaven? That's what Jesus told them to do. Why do Christians today partake of the Lord's Supper on the first day of every week? God has communicated His will regarding this memorial in the New Testament.

So, why do we sing? God said "sing." This is serious because, "Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the doctrine of Christ does not have God. He who abides in the doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the Son." (2 Jno. 9).”
QUESTIONS:
1. With what are we to “make melody” (Eph 5:19)?
2. What scripture authorizes us to use instrumental music today?

3. How do we know what pleases God in Worship? Scripture Please?

4. Is worshiping God pleasing to you?  In what way?

5. What is the purpose of our singing?
Note: Material for this class was gathered from a variety of study sources.  “Where’s the Piano” by Dan chambers
GOD HIMSELF IS WITH US #177
God Himself is with us: Let us now adore Him, And with awe appear before Him. God is in His temple, all within keep silence, Prostrate lie with deepest reverence. Him alone, God we own, Him our God and Savior; Praise His Name forever.

God Himself is with us: Whom angelic legions Serve with awe in heavenly regions “Holy, holy, holy,” hear the hymn ascending, Angels, saints, their voices blending! Bow Thine ear to us here: Hear, O Christ, the praises that Thy church now raises.

O Thou fount of blessing, purify my spirit; Trusting only in Thy merit, Like the holy angels who behold Thy glory, May I ceaselessly adore Thee, And in all, great and small, seek to do most nearly
What Thou lovest dearly.

"Come, abide within me; Let my soul, like Mary, Be Thine earthly sanctuary. Come, indwelling Spirit, With transfigured splendor; Love and honor will I render. Where I go here below Let me bow before Thee, Know Thee, and adore Thee." 

Gladly we surrender Earth's deceitful treasures, Pride of life and sinful pleasures; Gladly, Lord, we offer Thine to be forever, Soul and life and each endeavor. Thou alone shalt be known Lord of all our being, Life's true way decreeing."
1.  What scripture would you base this song on?

2.  Go through each verse of the song and answer the following questions:
a.  What is the writer saying in this verse – what is the emphasis?

b.  What scriptures can you give (OT and NT) to support this verse in the song?

c.  Is the thought conveyed by the writer scriptural?

3.  Look at verse 4 (not in our books) how can we sing this verse?  Is it scriptural?
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