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Introduction.

At the end of each lesson we asked you to study a song. The purpose has been to get us in the habit of reading through our songs to evaluate the words and what they mean so that they can sink deep in to our hearts. Obviously some hymns are better than others and so it is important for all of us to develop a discerning eye when it comes to hymns.  Again, you can’t control what the song leader picks out so (assuming the song is scriptural – and we must be careful because not all of them are), we must learn to look for words and phrases in songs that help us, or might help someone around us.  Please remember – just because a song is old to you and isn’t saying anything to you (today), it might very well be exactly what the person sitting next to you or in front of you needs at that very moment.  So we can not afford to be “bored” with any song we sing.  We are singing to each other as well as the Lord. 
Please look over the previous 12 lessons and be prepared to discuss any of the other 12 songs that were studied at the end of each of those lessons.  This lesson contains several more songs that are worthy of study.

I ran across this article that listed 10 COMMANDMENTS FOR BETTER SINGING by Gary Dennis Jones.  I thought they were interesting and that I would share them with you:

1. Thou shalt enter the song service as a worship period unto the Lord.

2. Thou shalt sit erect, with eyes to the front to cut down on the distractions
3. Thou shalt be alert and attentive to the song-leaders directions

4. Thou shalt sing what you mean and mean what you sing

5. That shalt sing with enthusiasm and motivation

6. Thou shalt sing so that others will know that you mean every word.

7. Thou shalt learn basic music notation – but remember that God is pleased with singing from the heart.
8. Thou shalt sing the part that best enables you to focus on the words

9. Thou shalt remember that “loud” is not necessarily good, nor is “soft” the same as slow

10. Thou shalt constantly try to improve the congregational singing

Can you think of any other “commandments” (small “c”) that would be helpful to the class?

Give Me The Bible

#154 

Give me the Bible, star of gladness gleaming,

To cheer the wand’rer lone and tempest-tossed;

No storm can hide that radiance peaceful beaming
Since Jesus came to seek and save the lost.

Chorus:
Give me the Bible, holy message shining;

Thy light shall guide me in the narrow way;

Precept and promise, law and love combining,

Till night shall vanish in eternal day.

Give me the Bible when my heart is broken,

When sin and grief have filled my soul with fear;

Give me the precious words by Jesus spoken;

Hold up faith’s lamp to show my Savior near.

(Chorus)

Give me the Bible; all my steps enlighten;

Teach me the danger of these realms below;

That lamp of safety o’er the gloom shall brighten;

That light alone the path of peace can show.

(Chorus)

Give me the Bible, lamp of life immortal;

Hold up that splendor by the open grave;

Show me the light from heaven’s shining portal;

Show me the glory gilding Jordan’s wave.

(Chorus)


Understanding “Give Me The Bible.”
1. What is the core concept around which this hymn is written?  What are some verses that teach this concept?




2. Of all the hymns we use in worship, this hymn is one of the most well-structured.  Describe the point that each verse makes.


3. Does the way that the hymn is organized contribute to its usefulness as a teaching tool?  How?




4. How fully does this hymn describe the way we should use the Bible in our lives?




5. What makes this hymn useful in worship?

Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah

#194
Guide me, O Thou great Jehovah,

Pilgrim through this barren land;

I am weak, but Thou art mighty;

Hold me with Thy pow’rful hand;

Bread of heaven, feed me till I want no more;

Bread of heaven, feed me till I want no more.

Open now the crystal fountain

Whence the healing water flow;

Let the fiery, cloudy pillar

Lead me all my journey thru;

Strong Deliv’rer, be Thou still my strength and shield.

Strong Deliv’rer, be Thou still my strength and shield.

When I tread the verge of Jordan,

Bid my anxious fears subside;

Bear me through the swelling current;

Land me safe on Canaan’s side;

Songs of praises I will ever give to Thee.

Songs of praises I will ever give to Thee.


Understanding “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah.”
1. This hymn is similar in subject matter to “Dare To Stand Like Joshua.”  What is the subject?





2. What in Scripture tells us that this is an accurate parallel to make?





3. What imagery in the hymn do you recognize from the relevant Bible story?





4. What’s a “verge?”  What in the world are the first two lines of v. 3 talking about?  Joshua 3:14-16 may provide insight.




5. Why is this hymn useful to us despite its obvious age?

Love For All
#420
Love for all—and can it be?

Can I hope it is for me—

I, who strayed so long ago,

Strayed so far, and fell so low?

I, the disobedient child,

Wayward, passionate, and wild—

I, who left my Father’s home

In forbidden ways to roam.

I, who spurned His loving hold,

I, who would not be controlled—

I, who would not hear His call,

I, the willful prodigal.

To my Father can I go?

At His feet myself I’ll throw;

In His house there yet may be

Place—a servant’s place—for me.

See!  My Father waiting stands;

See!  He reaches out His hands:

God is love, I know, I see,

Love for me—yes, even me.


Understanding “Love For All.”
1. What Bible story does this hymn use?





2. Where in the hymn do you see writing that is not intuitive?  How large an obstacle does this writing pose to worship?





3. How emotional is this hymn?  What makes you say that?





4. This hymn is commonly used during the invitation.  Is it appropriate for that use?  Why?





5. Do we need a hymn like this?  Why?

Teach Me Thy Way
#620
Teach me Thy way, O Lord, Teach me Thy way! Thy guiding grace afford—Teach me Thy way!

Help me to walk aright, More by faith, less by sight; Lead me with heav’nly light, Teach me Thy way!

When I am sad at heart, Teach me Thy way! When earthly joys depart, Teach me Thy way!

In hours of loneliness, In times of dire distress, In failure or success, Teach me Thy way!

When doubts and fears arise, Teach me Thy way! When storms o’erspread the skies, Teach me Thy way! Shine thru the cloud and rain, Thru sorrow, toil, and pain; Make Thou my pathway plain, Teach me Thy way!

Long as my life shall last, Teach me Thy way! Where’er my lot be cast, Teach me Thy way!

Until the race is run, Until the journey’s done, Until the crown is won, Teach me Thy way!

Understanding “Teach Me Thy Way.”

1. Around what Scripture is this hymn based?





2. How well structured is this hymn?  Why?





3. On a scale of 1 to 10, how emotionally powerful is this hymn?  Why?





4. Do the Scriptural and structured style of this hymn add to or take away from its emotional punch?  What leads you to that conclusion?





5. Do hymns like this have a place in our worship service?  Why?

‘Tis Midnight, And On Olive’s Brow
#709
‘Tis midnight, and on Olive’s brow The star is dimmed that lately shone; ‘Tis midnight; in the garden, now The suff’ring Savior prays alone.

‘Tis midnight, and for others’ guilt The Man of Sorrows weeps in blood; Yet He that hath in anguish knelt, Is not forsaken by His God.

‘Tis midnight, and from heav’nly plains Is borne the song that angels know; Unheard by mortals are the strains That sweetly soothe the Savior’s woe.

Understanding “’Tis Midnight, And On Olive’s Brow.”

1. Upon what Scriptural occurrence is this hymn based?  Where in Scripture do we find it?





2. This hymn does not use any direct Scriptural quotes.  However, is it still accurate in its portrayal of the Bible passage?  What makes you say that?





3. Frequently, this hymn is sung before the Lord’s Supper.  What about its content makes it especially suitable for that purpose?





4. Although this book focuses primarily upon the words of hymns, that doesn’t mean that music is unimportant.  What about the music of this hymn reinforces its point?





5. Should this hymn have a place in our repertoire?  Why?

All Things Are Ready
#23

“All things are ready,” come to the feast! Come, for the table now is spread; Ye famishing, ye weary come, And thou shalt be richly fed.

Chorus:

Hear the invitation. Come, “whosoever will;” Praise God for full salvation For “whosoever will.”

“All things are ready,” come to the feast! Come, for the door is open wide; A place of honor is reserved

For You at the Master’s side. (Chorus)

“All things are ready,” come to the feast! Come, while He waits to welcome thee; Delay not while this day is thine, Tomorrow may never be. (Chorus)

“All things are ready,” come to the feast! Leave ev’ry care and worldly strife, come, feast upon the love of God, And drink everlasting life. (Chorus)

Understanding “All Things Are Ready.”

1. Upon what Scripture is this hymn based?  





2. What other Scriptures (whether quoted or paraphrased) do you recognize in the hymn?





3. Often, we pay less attention to the invitation hymn than we do to hymns in other parts of the song service.  In this case, is that treatment deserved?  Why or why not?





4. What are some things that worshippers can get from this hymn even if they aren’t planning on coming forward?





5. Is this a hymn we should use in our services?
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