
 Concentrating on Songs    
1. Do you sometimes “sing” in worship without thinking about what you are saying?

1. Is it possible to just “go through the motions in worship?

2. How important is it to know what the songs are saying?

Introduction

This lesson is somewhat of a makeup lesson.  We have been looking at how we can worship better.  Since a big part of our worship is “singing”, we need to focus on this part of worship.  Singing itself may come naturally to some, but focusing on the words does not.  By that I mean that while some may posses a natural talent and ability to sing, they know music, they are no better off when it comes to what is really important.  What is really important is true, from the heart, emotional, thoughtful, worship.  Worship where we offer to God the praise and glory He deserves.  Worship where we are aware of the needs of our brethren and we desire, more than anything else, to help them get to heaven, that is what God wants.  We want to encourage each other during difficult times, we want to admonish one another during weak times, we want to teach each other at all times.
In our singing, we can do all these things.  We have attempted to have a song at the end of each lesson, to give us practice at concentrating on the songs we sing.  To get us to focus on the song and what it says.  Unfortunately, we have not had the time to review these songs.  In this class, we would like to go back and review all the songs at the end of each lesson.
In worship, we must sing songs that we understand (1 Cor 14:15).  If the song has difficult phrases then the song leader needs to explain what the song means, or you need to take it upon yourself to look up those phrases so you might ready the next time this song is lead.

This also involves thinking about the meaning of the words we are singing. No day dreaming. No vain repetition (Matt 6:7). We must strive to sing the song in a way that will encourage our brethren. (Col 3:16).  

How do we focus better on the meaning of songs? (1) We can think about the meaning of the stanza.  (2) We can think about how the Chorus relates to the stanza. (3) Example.658, "There is Much to Do" or "Here am I, send me."  When singing this song, we can think about all of the great men of the Bible who answered God's call.  We can think specifically about Isaiah 6:8. We can think about being called by Jesus and answering the call (1st stanza).  We can think about being sent to those who have never heard the gospel (2nd stanza).  We can think about those who are in need of benevolence (3rd stanza). We can think about those who need to repent (4th stanza).  In all of these things our attitude should be, "Here am I, send me."

In this lesson, we want to practice on our concentration.  Let’s try to examine these songs and glean all the meaning we can from these songs.   Look at the words of these songs, answer the questions, what do these words make you think of, what are they saying that is helpful to you, and/or helpful to others?

Lord We Come Before Thee Now (#419)
Lord, we come before Thee now

At Thy feet we humbly bow:

O do not our suit disdain; Shall we seek Thee Lord in vain?

Shall we seek Thee Lord in vain?

Lord, on Thee our souls depend:

In compassion now descend;

Fill our hearts with Thy rich grace,

Tune our lips to sing Thy praise

Tune our lips to sing Thy praise.

In Thine own appointed way, 
Now we seek Thee, here we stay;

Lord, we know not how to go,

Till a blessing Thou bestow

Till a blessing Thou bestow

Send some message from Thy Word
That may joy and peace afford;
Let Thy Spirit now impart
Full salvation to each heart.

Comfort those who weep and mourn,
Let the time of joy return;
Those that are cast down lift up,
Make them strong in faith and hope.

Grant that all may seek and find

Thee a God supremely kind

Heal the sick, the captive free

Let us all rejoice in Thee

Let us all rejoice in Thee

UNDERSTANDING “LORD WE COME BEFORE THEE NOW”

1. What is this song about?

2. Look at the first verse – what is the author saying?
3. What does he mean by “O do not our suite disdain”?

4. How might we seek the Lord in vain?  Can we do it in song?

5. Do our souls really depend on the Lord?  How?

6. How might we “tune our lips” to sing His praise?

7. How might we “know how to go”?

8. How might God “grant that all might seek and find” Him a supremely kind God?

Father and Friend Thy Light Thy Love

(#140)

Father and Friend! Thy light, Thy love,
Beaming through all Thy works we see;
Thy glory gilds the heavens above,
And all the earth is full of Thee.

Thy voice we hear, Thy presence feel,
While Thou, too pure for mortal sight,
Involved in clouds, invisible,
Reignest the Lord of life and light.

We know not in what hallowed part
Of the wide heavens Thy throne may be,
But this we know, that where Thou art,
Strength, wisdom, goodness dwell with Thee.

Thy children shall not faint nor fear,
Sustained by this exalted thought;
Since Thou, their God, art everywhere,
They cannot be where Thou art not!

1. What do you think this song addresses?
2. How do the “works” of God praise Him?  

3. How do they reflect His Light and Love?

4. How do we hear His voice?

5. What emotions or reaction do you feel when you read the third verse?  Does this song help you acknowledge that “Strength, wisdom, goodness dwell” wherever He is?

6. Read the forth verse, and then read the following passages, how can this song help us worship and teach each other?

· Psa 124:7-8

· Psa 139:7-12

· Acts 17:27

TO GOD BE THE GLORY (#682)

To God be the glory, great things he hath done!  

So loved he the world that he gave us his Son, 

who yielded his life an atonement for sin, 

and opened the life-gate that all may go in.

Refrain:

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, 

let the earth hear his voice!  

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, 

let the people rejoice!

O come to the Father thru Jesus the Son, 

and give him the glory, great things he hath done!

O perfect redemption, the purchase of blood, 

to every believer the promise of God; 

the vilest offender who truly believes, (later versions use “OBEYS”)

that moment from Jesus a pardon receives.

(Refrain)

Great things he hath taught us, great things he hath done, 

and great our rejoicing thru Jesus the Son; 

but purer, and higher, and greater will be 

our wonder, our transport, when Jesus we see.

(Refrain)


1. How does this song make you feel when you sing it?

2. What are some of the “great things” that God has done for you?

3. In what things do you “give God the glory”?  

4. What is wrong with the 2nd verse as it was originally written?  Do later versions of this song correct this? How?

5. What is the last verse talking about?

He Carried My Sorrows
#671 in Hymns for Worship (Revised)

He carried my sorrows,

He bore my grief’s,

Was pierced for transgression,

Afflicted for peace.

Chorus:
He knew by His stripes I am healed,

Through His blood, I can kneel,

For by His oppression,

I worship my King.

He suffered in anguish,

He writhed in pain,

Was smitten, forsaken,

Abandoned, and slain.

Despised and rejected,

He knew no sin,

Was crushed for His people,

No violence within.

(Chorus)
My heart mourns His chastening,

My tears still fall,

My sin is the reason

He gave me His all.

(Chorus)
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Understanding “He Carried My Sorrows.”
1. What text does this hymn paraphrase?  


2. How exact does this paraphrase appear when compared to “Hallelujah! Praise Jehovah?”


3. What are some disadvantages of using a less exact paraphrase?


4. What are some advantages to using a less exact paraphrase?


5. Why is this hymn effective in worship?

6. What text does this hymn paraphrase?  


7. How exact does this paraphrase appear when compared to “Hallelujah! Praise Jehovah?”


8. What are some disadvantages of using a less exact paraphrase?


9. What are some advantages to using a less exact paraphrase?


10. Why is this hymn effective in worship?

Sun of My Soul
#593 Praise for the Lord

Sun of my soul, Thou Savior dear, It is not night if Thou be near.

O my no earthborn cloud arise, To hide Thee from Thy servants eyes

When the soft dues of kindly sleep, My wearied eyelids gently steep

Be my last thought, how sweet to rest, forever on my Savior’s breast

Abide with me from morn till eve, For without thee I can not live

Abide with me when night is nigh, for without thee I dare not die

If some poor wandering child of Thine, Has spurned today the voice devine, Now Lord the gracious work begin, Let him no more lie down to sin

Watch by the sick, enrich the poor, With blessings from Thy boundless store; Be every mourner’s sleep tonight, Like infants slumbers, pure and light

Come near and bless us when we wake, Ere through the world our way we take

Till in the ocean of Thy love, We lose ourselves in heaven above.


1. Is this song based on any scripture or scriptures?
2. What do you think the author is trying to get us to see?
3. What does it mean “Sun of my soul”?
4. How useful is this hymn in worship?
5. What is the main thought in each verse?

6. In verse 4, how might the Lord begin the “gracious work” of bringing a wandering child back?

7. What does the writer mean in verse 3 that “without Thee I can not live” and “without Thee I dare not die”?
I Come To The Garden Alone (#805)

Read John 20:11-18

I come to the garden alone, while the dew is still on the roses; And the voice I hear, falling on my ear, the Son of God discloses.

And He walks with me and He talks with me, and He tells me I am His own

And the joy we share as we tarry there, None other has ever known.

He speaks and the sound of His voice is so sweet the birds hush their singing

And the melody that He gave to me Within my heart is ringing

I’d stay in the garden with Him though the night around me be falling, but He bids me go, through the voice of woe, His voice to me is calling.


1. What was going through Mary Magdalene’s mind on the Sunday morning as she walked to the tomb?

2. What did she think happened to Jesus’ body?

3. What was her emotional state at this point?

4. Describe the garden? What time of day was it? Close your eyes and imagine you were there, what was it like as you first entered Joseph’s garden?

5. What happened within Mary’s heart when Jesus spoke her name?

6. What did she forget (remember her emotional state from Friday evening to that morning – what was gone now)?

7. This was the greatest morning in the history of the world – and Mary was there, she spoke to the Master, He calmed her fears, her tears, her pain.  What joy does she have now?

"I SING THE MIGHTY POWER OF GOD" (#941)
I sing the mighty power of God That made the mountains rise, That spread the flowing seas abroad, And built the lofty skies.
I sing the wisdom that ordained The sun to rule the day; The moon shines full at His command, And all the stars obey." 

"I sing the goodness of the Lord That filled the earth with food; He
formed the creatures with His word And then pronounced them good.
Lord, how Thy wonders are displayed Where'er I turn my eye, If I survey the ground I treat Or gaze upon the sky."

In heaven He shines with beams of love, With wrath in hell beneath; 'Tis on His earth I stand or move, And 'tis His air I breathe.
His hand is my perpetual guard, He keeps me with His eye; Why should I then forget the Lord Who is forever nigh?"

"There's not a plant nor flower below But makes Thy glories known; And clouds arise and tempest blow By order from Thy throne.
"Creatures--as numerous as they be--Are subject to Thy care; There's not a place where we can flee But God is present there."

1. What text would you say this is based on?

2. What is the first verse encouraging me to think about? (Psa 65: 5-6; Gen 1:6-10; 14-18)

3. What is the second verse encouraging me to think about? (Acts 14:17; Gen 1:31; Psa 19:1; 107:23-24)

4. What is the third verse encouraging me to think about? (Psa 103:8-14; 24:1; 32:8; 33:18)

5. What is the forth verse encouraging me to think about? (Matt 6:28-30; 1 Pet 5:7; Psa 139:7-12)


Hallelujah!  Praise Jehovah!
#200
Hallelujah, praise Jehovah!

From the heavens, praise His name;

Praise Jehovah in the highest;

All His angels praise proclaim.

All His hosts, together praise Him,

Sun and moon and stars on high;

Praise Him, O ye heav’n of heavens,

And ye floods above the sky.

Chorus:
Let them praises give Jehovah, 

For His name alone is high,

And His glory is exalted

Far above the earth and sky.

Let them praises give Jehovah!

They were made at His command;

Them forever He established;

His decree shall ever stand.

From the earth, O praise Jehovah,

All ye floods, ye dragons all,

Fire and hail and snow and vapors,

Stormy winds that hear Him call.

(Chorus)
All ye fruitful trees and cedars,

All ye hills and mountains high,

Creeping things and beasts and cattle,

Birds that in the heavens fly,

Kings of earth, and all ye people,

Princes great, earth’s judges all;

Praise His name, young men and maidens,

Aged men, and children small.

(Chorus)


Understanding “Hallelujah! Praise Jehovah!”
1. “Hallelujah!  Praise Jehovah!” is often called a paraphrase.  What is a paraphrase?



2. What does the hymn paraphrase?  Did you know that before this class?



3. How closely does the hymn follow the original text?  



4. Why would it be valuable to have a hymn like “Hallelujah! Praise Jehovah?”




5. What are some advantages of looking for Scriptural parallels in hymns?

The Church’s One Foundation
#624 

The Church’s one foundation

Is Jesus Christ her Lord;

She is His new creation

By water and the word.

From heav’n He came and sought her

To be His holy bride;

With His own blood He bought her,

And for her life He died.

Elect from ev’ry nation,

Yet one o’er all the earth;

Her charter of salvation:

One Lord, one faith, one birth.

One holy Name she blesses,

Partakes one holy food,

And to one hope she presses,

With ev’ry grace endued.

Tho’ with a scornful wonder,

We see her sore oppressed,

Her doctrine rent asunder,

By names and creeds distressed.

Yet saints their watch are keeping;

They cry, “How long, how long?”

And soon the night of weeping

Shall be the morn of song.


Understanding “The Church’s One Foundation.”
1. Under what circumstances do you think this hymn was originally written?  Why?





2. Time to play the Scripture game again.  Every time you recognize a Scripture in the first two verses, write the reference next to the line in the margin.





3. If you heard a sermon preached using only the Scriptures quoted in the hymn, would you feel cheated?  Why?





4. If we know this hymn by heart, how much do we know about the church?





5. How useful, then, is this hymn in worship?

I Know Whom I Have Believed

#291

I know not why God’s wondrous grace To me He hath made known, Nor why, unworthy, Christ in love Redeemed me for His own.

Chorus:
“But I know whom I have believed, “And am persuaded that He is able “To keep that which I’ve committed “Unto Him against that day.”

I know not what of good or ill May be reserved for me, Of weary ways or golden days,

Before His face I see.

(Chorus)

I know not when my Lord may come, At night or noonday fair, Nor if I’ll walk the vale with Him Or “meet Him in the air.”

(Chorus)


Understanding “I Know Whom I Have Believed.”
1. Where in the Bible do you find the chorus?





2. How do the verses interact with the chorus?





3. In v. 3, when the hymn talks about walking the vale with Jesus, is it necessarily teaching premillennial doctrine?  Consider Psalm 23:4 before you answer.





4. What is the message of this hymn to the Christian?





5. Why is that message spiritually useful?
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