The Mind of Christ - Contentment

Philippians 4:10-20

Lesson 12

Introduction

     Philippians 4:10-20 contains an indication of the occasion for the writing of the epistle. What was it?

These verses explain, too, the warm feeling which Paul had for these brethren and the qualities of Paul which must have stirred in them the high regard they had for him.

What The Philippians Had Done For Paul

1. Phil. 1:5 referred to their fellowship with Paul in the gospel “from the first day”. What was done the first day that would constitute “fellowship in the gospel”?

2. From Acts 16-17, determine where Paul went from Philippi.




According to Phil. 4, what did they do for him there?

What reasons could they have given for not doing so?

3. What distinguished this church when Paul was departing from Macedonia?

4. What had they done for Paul in Rome?

5. How did God view the gifts that they sent to Paul?

6. What reward did Paul say they could expect?

7. Paul was in prison 2 years before coming to Rome. Did the Philippians help him during that time?

Explain.

Paul’s Attitude Toward Material Things

1. What opposite extremes had Paul experienced according to verse 12?

A.

B.

C.

2. What was his attitude in whatever state he was?

Was this natural to him?

Prove your answer.

3. What is necessary in order for a person to learn this quality?

Could the experiences listed in question #1 have been his teacher?

How can this help us with unpleasant experiences that come our way?

4. How did Paul have the strength to do all that he did?

5. What pleased Paul most about the gifts that came from the Philippians?

What encouragement can we receive from this to assist those who preach the gospel elsewhere?


6. To whom did Paul say glory should be given?

    Some Questions For Thought

1. How did the Philippians send their gifts to Paul (Check One)

_____ Through a Missionary Society

_____ Directly to him

_____ Through a “sponsoring church” which served as his overseeing eldership

2. Was the Philippian church a “sponsoring church” through which other churches sent to Paul? Prove answer.

3. Which of the three methods in #1 would promote the warmest feelings of fellowship in:

a. Paul

b. The Philippians
