The Mind of Christ Regarding Obedience

Phil 2:12-18

Lesson 7

Introduction

In verses 5-8, the mind of Christ is described. This description was introduced as an example of humility and unselfish service. As described, the mind of Christ was also one of obedience. How far did He go with His obedience?

Some suggest that this tells how “He emptied Himself”. He accepted a position as a servant whose only will was to do the will of Him who sent Him. (See Hebrews 5:8) Having introduced the obedience of Christ, Paul now applies that lesson to the Philippians. Note the word “therefore” in verse 12.

The Fact of Obedience

1. What does Paul say they had always done?
Do you think this was an acceptance of Paul’s authority or of God’s?

2. What does he urge them to do in his absence?

3. What does this suggest about their responsibility for their own salvation?

4. What emotional and physical involvement are appropriate to the magnitude of this responsibility?

5. What common religious errors do these words refute?

6. Why should Paul’s presence or absence have nothing to do with their obedience?

7. How does God motivate us “to will and to do”?

8. Does verse 13 suggest that man is not responsible for his own salvation? Harmonize this with verse 12.

9. For what reason does God work in us?

The Manner of Acceptable Obedience


Negatively: What would be suggested by murmuring obedience? Find other scriptures that indicate how God feels about murmuring.

What would disputing indicate (this probably means disputing with God)?


Positively: What three characteristics should we seek as children of God?

Result of Obedience


1. “In the midst of a crooked and perverse generation”



We will be ___________________.



Does this refer to the church as a unit or to individuals?


How do you know?



How do we achieve this according to verse 16?


2. To Paul What would this achievement cause Paul to do?



When?

Paul’s Joyful Contribution

 
1. What was he willing to be? Read Exodus 29:38-46; Numbers 15:1-16 and 28:7-9. Tell what a drink offering was and its purpose.

2. What attitude did Paul have toward this?

3. What attitude did he want the Philippians to have about his being thus “poured out”?

